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The first beaver tramnsplanting inCalifornia occurred in 1923, as an zccidental sscaje
23 beaver from 2 fur farm in Genesee into Iadian Creek, Plumas County, According to
«he recerds these were Sonors beaver (C. O. frondstor), From Riverside County

The first authorized vlants were made by the U, S, Forest Service in 1834, These
were C, C, Taylori introduced from the Snake River in Idaho. One plant of two pair was
mede in Boland Creck, Plumas County, snd another plant of two pair in Wheats Creek,
Tuolumne Younty. The plent in Rolard Creek was very successful, due nossibly to the ex~
ceedingly favorable hebitat and the adaptability of the Idszho beaver to high aliitudes,
More than 200 beaver -~ 178 at the end of 1949 - have been live trepped and transplanted
from Plunas County to other water shsds in the State, and practically all of the streams
adjacent to the arigonal piant in the Plumas Gounty are now stocked with beaver through
natural migrstion. No beaver have teen live trerved from the Tuolumne County plant but
recent checks show that here to there has been considersble mizrstion into =djacent waters,

The Burezu of Gezme Congervation beaver prosrazm developed as a result of & fur survey
in which Gordon True, Donald Teppe, Howard Twining, Arthur Hensley, and George Seymour
participated, This wzs in the eerly 1940's,

In 1942, according to Tappe, ithe beaver population was estimated at 1,300 animals
in the entire State. (Est. 20,000 now.)

It was decided that a program of live trapping and transpleniing would be bemeficial,
not only o the oreservation of & valuebls fur-bearipg species which was on the way o
extinction, vut elso in the removel of nuisance beaver From agriculiural aress $o moun=-
tainous regions where their work might prove beneficial to Fish and CGame; also, s a soil
~rosion control measure and rrovide an sdditional supoly of water and zreen Forazge for
-vestockx and game {hrougl the dry months, ¢ nerhaps in time a fur croon.

About all these beaver pioneers had to work with was the old model Bzilay beaver
live irap, burlavp begs, and the "tandex tail hold.! Why there wefen't more injuries %o
voth the workers and the beaver is hard to understand.

Although experimsnial paaver u&;ﬁts were made oy the U, S. Forest Service and the
Division of Fish and Game as early as 1934, a lsrze scale prosrsm was not launched until

l?wq, when Bill and Alfretta Pollard were emnlo red on full %ime beaver work by the Burezu
£ Game Conservation.

Specifications and instructions for building holdinz oens, transporiation boxes, nets,
etc., was ontained from the Uregon Gezme De-artment. The method of exbternsl sexing row
in use was perfected by Pollard and Hensley.

Hethods of feeding holding, trznsporting, trarving, etc. were improved by field personnel

2s time went on.

Everyone who worked on the beaver project auded something i the way of improvement
until %oday we are a2ble to transpori and transplatn deaver fr thern Califorania to
the southern most portions of the Stde by plane and parachu matier of only s few
hours, and at an average cost of less than $10 ver animel planted,.
The idea of plentin ng beaver by means of expendedle parachute was first concelived
by Blmo Hecter snd Ival Sies of the X Ideho Geme Department. After experiments in the
sa of using burlap chufes was =2bondoned., However, they did successfully plani beaver
oy means of silk chutes. The cost of such chutes wien rot retirievsble made their use
prohibitive, 4 wooden box which ovened under elastic tension was used s a conveyor for
th

beaver by the Idsho men,



. After the 1949 live trapping season, Mr. Glading assigned me to thetmsk of figzuring
ous 2 practical method of planting beaver from the air. With the cooperation of the T, S,
Forest Service we were able %0 Fulfill the assignment, The experimental drops were made
2t Eagle Field, Dos Palos, on May 16, 1550, This exveriment was so successful that it was
decided to use this method ¢ planting beaver, During the 1950 season 24 animals were
successfully planted in Eldorado County by means of 10 x 10! burlap carzo chutes,

Beaver Populetion Estimaies

1942 - (1200 Tappe) Young Yearlings Adults
1642 500 300 500
1543 500 500 800
1954 360 500 1300
525 1300 800 1800
1946 ; 1800 1300 2600
1347 - 2600 1800 3900
1543 2900 2600 5700
1949 5700 3900 8300
1950 8300 5700 12200

Total Population 1950 estimate 2% 20,000





