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Anadromous Fish Identification

Steelhead Rainbow Trout

White gums and tongue

Chinook Salmon

Base of teeth all black

Coho Salmon

Narrow light gray band
at base of bottom teeth
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1- NORTHERN REGION

Serving Del Norte, Humboldt, Lassen, Mendocino, Modoc, Shasta,
Siskiyou, Tehama and Trinity counties

601 Locust Street, Redding 96001 « (530) 225-2300
askregion1@wildlife.ca.gov

Eureka Field Office

619 Second Street Eureka 95501+ (707) 445-6493

2-NORTH CENTRAL REGION

Serving Alpine, Amador, Butte, Calaveras, Colusa, El Dorado, Glenn,
Lake, Nevada, Placer, Plumas, Sacramento, San Joaquin, Sierra,
Sutter, Yolo and Yuba counties

1701 Nimbus Road, Rancho Cordova 95670 - (916) 358-2900
r2info@wildlife.ca.gov

3 - BAY DELTA REGION

Serving Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Napa, Sacramento,

San Mateo, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, San Francisco, San Joaquin,
Solano, Sonoma, and Yolo counties

7329 Silverado Trail, Napa 94558 « (707) 944-5500
Askbdr@wildlife.ca.gov

Stockton Field Office

2109 Arch Airport Road, Suite 100 Stockton 95206 - (209) 234-3420

4 - CENTRAL REGION

Serving Fresno, Kern, Kings, Madera, Mariposa, Merced, Monterey,
San Benito, San Luis Obispo, Stanislaus, Tulare and

Tuolumne counties

1234 E. Shaw Avenue, Fresno 93710 - (559) 243-4005
reg4sec@wildlife.ca.gov

5-SOUTH COAST REGION

Serving Los Angeles, Orange, San Diego, Santa Barbara and
Ventura counties

3883 Ruffin Road, San Diego 92123 - (858) 467-4201
askr5@wildlife.ca.gov

Los Alamitos Field Office

4665 Lampson Avenue, Suite C Los Alamitos 90720

(562) 342-7100

6 - INLAND DESERTS REGION

Serving Imperial, Inyo, Mono, Riverside and San Bernardino counties
3602 Inland Empire Blvd., Ste. C-220 Ontario 91764

(909) 484-0167

AskRegion6@wildlife.ca.gov

Licenses are not sold at this office.

7 - MARINE REGION

Serving the entire California coast, from border to border and three
nautical miles out to sea.

20 Lower Ragsdale Drive, Ste. 100 Monterey 93940

(831) 649-2870

AskMarine@wildlife.ca.gov
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ONLINE HARVEST REPORTING

Now, it is easier than ever to report your harvest:

+ Report your harvest online, using the Online License Service at wildlife.ca.gov/reportcards; or
Return your report card via mail to the address printed on the report card.

Important Information — Read before you report online

+ Accurate and complete data is required. If you report online, all entries on the report card must be
entered in the electronic form, including sport fishing reports of activity where no catches were made.
Submission of report card data online must be completed within 20 minutes to avoid a system time out.

Sport fishing report cards may be reported online only after the last day of the report card’s validity.
If you report online, you do not need to mail in your report card. You will be issued a report
confirmation number. After reporting, please retain your report card for 90 days for survey purposes
and write your report confirmation number on it. Once a report card has been reported, it may no
longer be used in the field.

ONTHE COVER

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Andrea Heim, Clear Lake - Photo courtesy of Robert Knudsen;

Stuart Kerber, San Joaquin River - Photo courtesy of Clark Blanchard; Robert Martin, Kennedy Meadows - Photo
courtesy of Leonard Martin; Alia Atkinson-Derman, Los Gatos Creek Park - Photo courtesy of Kristine Atkinson
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ITIS UNLAWFULTO
DO THE FOLLOWING

« Fish without a valid fishing license if you are 16 years of age or older (FGC 7145);

Fail to return a report card by the deadline printed on the report card. Reporting harvest
online at www.wildlife.ca.gov satisfies the return requirement (CCRT-14, Section 1.74);

Take or possess fish taken illegally (FGC 2000 and 2002);

Transfer licenses, tags, validations, permits, applications or reservations to another
person (FGC 1052);

Use or possess any license, tag, validation, permit, application or reservation not lawfully
issued to the user (FGC 1052);

Alter, mutilate, deface, duplicate or counterfeit any license, tag, validation, permit,
application or reservation (FGC 1052);

Fish without the required report card on a free-fishing day (CCR T-14 Section 1.74);
Sell or barter fish taken with a sport fishing license (FGC 7121);

Cause the deterioration or waste of any fish taken in the waters of this state
(CCRT-14 Section 1.87);

Use explosives in state waters inhabited by fish (FGC 5500);

Use or possess any net in state waters except as is authorized (FGC 8603);

Disturb legal traps set by another person (FGC 9002);

Litter into or within 150 feet of state waters (FGC 5652);

Possess fish where the size or species cannot be determined (FGC 5508 and 5509);

Fail to exhibit on demand all licenses, tags, validations, permits, applications or
reservation to any peace officer or authorized CDFW employee (FGC 2012);

Fail to exhibit, on demand, all fish, mollusks, crustaceans, amphibians and reptiles and
any device or apparatus capable of being used to take them, to any peace officer or
authorized CDFW employee (FGC 2012); or

Prohibit a warden from inspection of any boat, market or receptacle where fish may
be found (FGC 1006).

INTERSTATE WILDLIFE VIOLATOR COMPACT

The Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact (IWVC) is an agreement between 26 states, which allows for the re-
ciprocal recognition of hunting, fishing and trapping license suspensions. If your license privileges have been
suspended by another state, the suspension may be recognized here in California. For example, if your sport
fishing, hunting or trapping privileges have been suspended in Colorado for five years, your privileges may
also be suspended for five years in California or any of the states participating in the IWVC.

The purchase of licenses or tags during the term of the suspension is a violation of the law and may result in
prosecution. Licenses or tags purchased prior to or during a suspension are not refundable.

For further information contact the Department of Fish and Wildlife, Law Enforcement Division at 1416 Ninth
Street, Sacramento, CA 95814, or (916) 653-4094.
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

Quick Steps to Finding the Correct Fishing Regulation

It is important to note the waters where you intend to fish can have further take, method, gear and
closure provisions for various freshwater species. Therefore, it is each angler’s responsibility to verify
the regulations for all species in their chosen location(s) and water(s), prior to sport fishing in California
waters.

1) First familiarize yourself with the statewide regulations for General Provisions and Definitions, Fishing
Methods and Gear Restrictions, Fishing Hours, and Bait Regulations listed on pages 11 to 18.

2) Next familiarize yourself with the General District Regulations on pages 29 through 31 that apply to
the Sport Fishing District in which you will be fishing. To determine the Sport Fishing District, use the
District Definitions listed on pages 27 and 28 and the state map at the end of the book.

3) If fishing for trout, steelhead or salmon: Consult the Alphabetical List of Waters with Special Fishing
Regulations on pages 33 to 65.

A) If the water you intend to fish is on this list, follow the regulations as noted on these pages. If the
water you are fishing is a tributary to any lake or reservoir, you must check under both the name
of the stream/river and the connecting lake or reservoir.

B) If the water or the connecting lake or reservoir is NOT listed in the Alphabetical List of Waters
with Special Fishing Regulations, then follow the General District Regulations listed in step 2.

4) If fishing for bass, sunfish, catfish, sturgeon, or any species other than trout, steelhead or salmon:
Consult the Species Regulations on pages 18 through 27 and locate the regulations for the species you
want to pursue. Be sure to also check the water where you intend to fish as additional take, method,
gear and closure provisions may apply.

If you have any further questions, please contact the local regional office serving the county where you
will be fishing. A regional office listing is on page 3.
Keeping Up With In-Season Regulation Changes

State sport fishing regulations may change during the year. Before engaging in any sport fishing, please

access one of the following sources for up-to-date information:

1. Check the Department’s regulations page at wildlife.ca.gov/regulations for any new changes,

2. Checkthe Department’s News Room at wildlife.ca.gov/news for any new announcements, or

3. Callthe Department office nearest your fishing location (see page 3) for the latest information before
heading out on a fishing trip.

LIKE US

on Facebook

facebook.com/CaliforniaDFW
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WHAT’'S NEW FOR 2016?

Sport Fishing Regulation Changes

NEW REGULATIONS FOR 2016:

Sections 1.05 and 2.00 have been revised to make it clear that legally caught fish must be hooked “inside
the mouth (see pages 11 and 14).

”

New regulations in Section 1.57 define “landlocked salmon”to include kokanee and landlocked Chinook
salmon. Under Section 5.41, landlocked salmon can be caught all year with a daily bag limit of 5 and a
possession limit of 10 (see pages 12 and 22).

Section 5.80 has been amended to include a special closure to protect sturgeon in the Yolo Bypass.
Sturgeon may not be taken in the Yolo Bypass, Toe Drain Canal and the Tule Canal upstream of the Lisbon
Weir at any time (see page 26).

The Sacramento River closure at the Red Bluff Diversion Dam has been lifted. Anglers may now fish from
shore or boat within 500 feet of the dam (see page 56).

Solano Lake is now open to catch and release fishing with artificial lures and barbless hooks all year (see
page 60).

There are other changes to the freshwater sport fishing regulations, so please review
all of the 2016-2017 regulations pertaining to the species you intend to take.

CALIFORNIANS TURN IN
POACHERS & POLLUTERS
1(888) 334-CALTIP (2258)

If you see someone poaching or polluting, immediately call CalTIP at our
toll-free number, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. You don’t have to give
us your name. Help Fish and Wildlife stop the senseless waste of our fish &
wildlife resource. Together we can make a difference!

REGS on the @Q..

Did you know you can now download the Freshwater Fishing

Regulations to your smart phone or other device? By utilizing
iBooks on Apple devices or your favorite book reader on the
Android platform you can download the Freshwater Fishing

Regulations for reference at any time. These and other regulations
can be found at wildlife.ca.gov/regulations/.
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FRESHWATER FISHING
LICENSE INFORMATION

RESIDENCY

Aresidentis defined as: any person who has resided
continuously in California for six months or more
immediately before the date of application for a
license, or any person on active military duty with
the armed forces of the United States, or an auxiliary
branch, or a Job Corps enrollee. (FGC, Section 65)
LICENSE PROVISIONS

Any person who is 16 years of age or older must have
asportfishing license to take any kind of fish, mollusk,
invertebrate, amphibian or crustacean in California,
except for persons angling from a public pierin ocean
orbay waters. A sport fishing license is required to take
reptiles, except for rattlesnakes. Anyone 16 years or
older fishing anywhere in Lake Tahoe or Topaz Lake
must possess either a California sport fishing license
oraNevada sportfishing license (Nevada also requires
atrout stamp). Any person fishing from either side of
the river or from a boat in the section of the Colorado
River that makes up the California-Arizona border
must have either a California sport fishing license or
an Arizona sport fishing license.

IDENTIFICATION REQUIRED FOR LICENSE
PURCHASE (CCRT-14, SECTION 700.4)

Any person applying for any license, tag, permit,
reservation or other entitlement issued via the
ALDS shall provide valid identification. Acceptable
forms of identification include:

(I) any license document or GO ID number
previously issued via ALDS

(2) a valid driver’s license or identification card
issued to him or her by the Department of Motor
Vehicles or by the entity issuing driver’s licenses
from the licensee’s state of domicile

(3) US Birth Certificate

(4) US Certificate or Report of Birth Abroad

(5) aTribal Identification Card, issued by a sovereign
tribal nation

(6) Birth Certificate or passport issued from a US
Territory

(7) US Passport

(8) US Military Identification

(9) Certificate of Naturalization or Citizenship,

(10) A foreign government-issued photo
identification

Applicants less than 18 years of age may provide
any form of identification described above, or
a parent or legal guardian’s identification as
described above.

TELEPHONE NUMBER REQUIRED FORANGLER
SURVEYS

Anglers are required to provide their telephone
number when purchasing a sport fishing license.
Collection of telephone numbers allows California
to comply with a federal mandate for purposes of
establishing a National Saltwater Angler Registry
and will prevent California anglers from having
to pay an additional registration fee each year to
the federal government. (CCR T-14, Section 700.3)

LICENSE FORMATS

Licenses issued through the Automated License
Data System (ALDS) are printed on durable thermal
paper. They are waterproof, stainproof and tear
resistant. All licenses are imprinted with your
permanent ID number (GO ID). Your GO ID can
be used to retrieve your customer information in
the future.

Report cards issued through ALDS have a different
look and size. All the information is printed on one
side of the paper, so report cards can be quite long.
They can be folded to fitin your wallet. You must use
indelible ink to make entries on your report card.

PROTECT YOUR LICENSE FROM HEAT

Licenses subjected to extreme or prolonged heat
may darken and become difficult to read. To protect
your license, keep it away from heat sources.

PURCHASING A LICENSE FOR ANOTHER
PERSON

Regulations provide that a person may purchase a
hunting or sport fishing license, tags, or validations
for another person, as long as the licensee’s
customer identification number issued from the
ALDS and date of birth are provided. If a person
wishes to purchase a sport fishing license for
another person but does not have the required
information, a gift voucher may be purchased
for that person that may be redeemed for a
resident sport fishing license. Gift vouchers are
nonrefundable and valid only for the year specified.
(CCRT-14, Section 705)

REPORT CARD REQUIREMENTS

Anglers who are not required to have a sport fishing
license, such as anglers who are under 16 years of
age and anglers who will be fishing on Free Fishing
Days, are required to have report cards to fish for:
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salmon in the Klamath, Trinity and Smith rivers and
their tributaries; steelhead; and sturgeon statewide.

RETURN OF REPORT CARDS IS MANDATORY
Report cards must be reported online at
wildlife.ca.gov/reportcards or returned to the
CDFW at the address specified on the report card
by January 31 of the following year. Any person
who fails to report online or return his or her report
card to the CDFW by the deadline may be restricted
from obtaining the same card in a subsequent
license year or may be subject to an additional fee
for the issuance of the same card in a subsequent
license year. (CCRT-14, Section 1.74)

A North Coast Salmon Report Card is required for
any person fishing for salmon in the Klamath, Trinity
and Smith Rivers or their tributaries.

A Steelhead Report Card is required for any person
fishing for steelhead trout in all anadromous waters
where take is authorized.

A Sturgeon Fishing Report Card is required for any
person fishing for sturgeon.

A Second-Rod Validation is required to fish with two
rods in inland waters in any sport fishery in which the
regulations of the Commission provide for the taking
of fish by angling, except those waters in which only
artificial lures or barbless hooks may be used.

POSSESSION OF LICENSE

Every person, while engaged in taking any fish,
amphibian or reptile, shall have a valid sport fishing
license on their person in theirimmediate possession
exceptwhendiving as provided in Section 7145 of the
Fish and Game Code. (CCRT-14, Section 700)

Persons diving from a boat or shore may have their
license on the boat or within 500 yards of shore,
respectively. (FGC, Section 7145)

DUPLICATE SPORT FISHING LICENSES

If you lose your sport fishing license and validations,
visit any license agent, CDFW License Sales Office or
log in to the license sales service at wildlife.ca.gov/
licensing/online-sales to obtain a low-cost duplicate
and validations. Duplicate Abalone Report Cards and
Sturgeon Report Cards may only be purchased at

CDFW license sales offices.
REFUND POLICY

Refunds will not be issued for sport fishing licenses,
vouchers, validations or report cards.

FREE AND REDUCED-FEE SPORT FISHING
LICENSES

CDFW offers reduced-fee sport fishing licenses
to honorably-discharged veterans with a service-
connected disability rating of at least 50 percent,
to recovering service members, and to resident
low-income seniors who are at least 65 years of age.

The term “recovering service member” means a
member of the Armed Forces, including a member of
the National Guard or a Reserve, who is undergoing
medical treatment, recuperation, or therapy and is in
an outpatient status while recovering from a serious
injury or illness related to the member’s military
service. (FGC, Section 7150)

Disabled veterans and recovering service members
can prequalify for reduced-fee sport fishing licenses
via e-mail. To prequalify, e-mail your CDFW issued
GO ID and a letter from the Veteran’s Administration
documenting your service connected disability rating
of 50% or greater to LRB@wildlife.ca.gov. After your
customer record has been updated, you will be able
to purchase a reduced-fee fishing license anywhere
licenses are sold.

Free sport fishing licenses are available to eligible
persons who are blind; low-income American Indians;
developmentally disabled persons, and residents
who are so severely physically disabled that they are
permanently unable to move from place to place
without the use of a wheelchair, walker, forearm
crutches, or a comparable mobility-related device.

Eligibility for free and reduced-fee sport fishing
licenses will be verified. Applications and
additional information are available and online at
wildlife.ca.gov/licensing/fishing.

LICENSE SALES BY TELEPHONE

Sport fishing licenses, validations, and report cards
may be purchased via telephone from Active
Network’s telephone license sales line at (800) 565-
1458. Items purchased by telephone sales will be
delivered by mail within 15 days of purchase.

STAY CONNECTED TO CDFW

Having your e-mail address and mobile number
will enable the CDFW to send you information
you can use, such as license renewal and
courtesy report card deadline reminders, and
California fishing information. When purchasing
a license from a license agent or when you log

in to the Online License Service, update your
communication preferences and provide your
e-mail address and mobile number.

Fish and Game Code, Section 1050.6, and
California Government Code, Section 11015.5,
prohibit the CDFW from selling or sharing your
personal information with any third party.

2016-2017 Freshwater Sport Fishing Regulations 9



2016 FRESHWATER SPORT
FISHING LICENSE FEES

Purchase Sport Fishing Licenses and Submit Harvest Information Online

You can purchase California sport fishing licenses, report cards and validations online at
wildlife.ca.gov/licensing/online-sales. In addition, anglers can submit report card information
online. Report cards provide important harvest data critical to helping fishery scientists better manage
these fishing programs. Online report card submission makes reporting faster and easier. By providing
harvest details more quickly, fishery managers can more promptly put the information to use. Standard
mail reporting is still available and can be done through the address printed on the report card. To report
online, go to CDFW'’s harvest reporting site at wildlife.ca.gov/reportcards. The regulatory deadline

to report harvest information is January 31 each year, even if anglers were unsuccessful or did not fish.

ANNUAL LICENSES
Resident Sport Fishing License $47.01

Non-Resident Sport Fishing License $126.36

SHORT-TERM LICENSES
One-Day Sport Fishing License (resident or nonresident) $15.12

Two-Day Sport Fishing License* (resident or nonresident) $23.50
Ten-Day Non-Resident Sport Fishing License** $47.01
*Valid for two consecutive calendar days.

**Valid for ten consecutive calendar days.

VALIDATIONS
Second-Rod Validation $14.61

REPORT CARDS

North Coast Salmon Report Card (all waters of Klamath-Trinity System and Smith River) ...$6.22
Steelhead Report Card $7.05
Sturgeon Fishing Report Card $8.13

DUPLICATE FEES

Sport Fishing License (ANNUal).........c.oiuiiiiiiiiniiiice e s 91054
Second-Rod Validation $3.24
Sturgeon Fishing Replacement Card (CDFW license sales offices only)

LIFETIME SPORT FISHING LICENSES

Age 9 years or younger $517.00
Age 10 to 39 years $844.50
Age 40to 61 years $761.00
Age 62 years or older. $517.00
Additional Lifetime Fishing Privileges (includes: Second-Rod Validation,

Ocean Enhancement Validation, North Coast Salmon Report Card and
Steelhead Report Card) $349.75
Most fees include 5% license agent handling fee and 3% nonrefundable application fee.

10 California Department of Fish and Wildlife



NOTE: SHADED TEXT INDICATES REGULATIONS THAT HAVE CHANGED FOR 2016-2017.

Chapter 1. General Provisions and Definitions

Alllaws or regulations below are either reproduced
verbatim from the Fish and Game Code or fromTitle
14 of the California Code of Regulations (CCR), as
adopted by the Fish and Game Commission under
authority of the Fish and Game Code.

1.04. ANADROMOUS WATERS.

Anadromous waters are inland waters that are
accessible to fish migrating from the ocean.

1.05. ANGLING.

Angling means take of fish by hook and line with
the line held in the hand, or with the line attached
toa pole orrod held in the hand or closely attended
in such manner that the fish voluntarily takes the
bait or lure inside its mouth.

1.08. ARTIFICIAL FLY.

Any fly constructed by the method known as fly
tying.

1.11. ARTIFICIAL LURE.

An artificial lure is a man-made lure or fly designed
to attract fish. This definition does not include
scented or flavored artificial baits.

1.14. AUTHORIZATION FOR TAKING FISH.

Fish,amphibians, reptiles, mollusks and crustaceans
may be taken only in the amounts, only during the
open season and only with the gear authorized and
shall not be taken otherwise.

1.17. BAG AND POSSESSION LIMIT.

No more than one daily bag limit of each kind
of fish, amphibian, reptile, mollusk or crustacean
named in these regulations may be taken or
possessed by any one person unless otherwise
authorized; regardless of whether they are fresh,
frozen, or otherwise preserved. Exceptions: See
Sections 7.00, 7.50(a), 27.60(c), and 195, Title 14,
CCR.

1.19. BARBLESS HOOK.

A fish hook from which the barb or barbs have been
removed or completely bent closed, or which is
manufactured without barbs.

1.20. BLACK BASS.

Includes largemouth, small mouth, redeye and
spotted bass.

1.23. BOW AND ARROW FISHING TACKLE.

Such tackle must have the arrow shaft or the point,
or both, attached by a line to the bow or to a fishing
reel (includes crossbow).

1.24. BULLFROG.

Includes only Rana catesbeiana.

1.26. BULLHEAD.

Includes brown, black and yellow bullhead.

1.29. CATFISH.

Includes channel, white, blue and flathead catfish.
1.32. CHUMMING.

Placing any material in the water, other than on a
hook while angling, for the purpose of attracting
fish to a particular area in order that they may be
taken.

1.35. CLOSED OR CLOSURE.

Refers to waters or areas closed to all fishing unless
otherwise authorized.

1.38. CLOSED SEASON.

That period during which the taking of fish,
amphibians, reptiles, mollusks or crustaceans is
prohibited.

1.41. DATES.

Dates of seasons and closures are inclusive.

1.42. DIP NET.

Webbing supported by a frame, and hand held,
not more than six feet in greatest dimension,
excluding handle.

1.44. DIVIDING LINE BETWEEN LAKE AND
STREAM.

The mouth of the stream at the existing level
of the lake surface. Stream regulations apply to
parts of streams in the exposed beds of partially
empty lakes.

1.45. FILLETING OF SALMONIDS IN INLAND
WATERS.

Except as otherwise required, all salmon and
steelhead taken in inland anadromous waters
where a sport fishing license is required, must be
keptin such a condition that species and size can be
determined until placed at the angler’s permanent
residence, a commercial preservation facility or
being prepared for immediate consumption. Also
when required, the presence or absence of a healed
adipose fin scar must be able to be determined
until placed at the anglers permanent residence, a
commercial preservation facility, or being prepared
for immediate consumption.

(a) Exceptions:

(1) Chinook salmon taken from July 1 through
December 31 in the following areas:

2016-2017 Freshwater Sport Fishing Regulations 1



(A) The main stem of the American and Feather
rivers.

(B) The main stem of the Sacramento River between
the Deschutes Road Bridge and Tower Bridge.

(b) Definitions

(1) Personal residence is defined as one’s principal or
ordinary home or dwelling place, as distinguished
from one’s temporary or transient place of
residence or dwelling such as a cabin, tent, trailer
house, recreational vehicle, or any hotel, motel or
rooming house used during a fishing, pleasure or
business trip.

(2) Commercial preservation facility is defined
as any person who at their residence or place of
business and for hire or compensation cleans
or processes fish for another person, or any
taxidermist, cold-storage facility or locker plant
which for hire or other compensation processes
or stores fish.

(A) Licensed fishing guides are considered a person
at their place of business processing fish pursuant
to this section and are required to maintain a guide
trip log with client and catch information pursuant
to subsection 745(e) of these regulations.

1.46. FINFISH DEFINED.

Finfish are defined as any species of bony fish or
cartilaginous fish (sharks, skates and rays). Finfish
do not include amphibians, invertebrates, plants
or algae

1.54. INLAND SPORT FISHING DISTRICTS.
Inland Sport Fishing Districts are defined in Sections
6.31 to 6.37 of these regulations.

1.56. LAKE.

Includes natural lakes or man-made reservoirs.
1.57. LANDLOCKED SALMON.

Landlocked salmon includes kokanee and
landlocked Chinook salmon.

1.59. LIMIT.

Refers to daily bag limit and possession limit per
person, or boat limit authorized in Sections 27.60(c)
and 195, Title 14, CCR.

1.60. LURE.

A manufactured article or object equipped with
one or more hooks designed to attract or catch fish.

1.61. NON-BUOYANT LURE.
Any lure that sinks in freshwater.
1.62. MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM SIZE.

No fish, mollusks or crustaceans less than the legal
minimum size or greater than the maximum legal
size (total, fork or alternate) may be possessed,
except as otherwise provided. Total length is the
longest straight-line measurement from the tip
of the head to the end of the longest lobe of the
tail. Fork length is the straight-line distance from
the tip of the head to the center of the tail fin. Tip
of the head shall be the most anterior point on
the fish with the mouth closed and the fish lying
flat on its side. Alternate length is the straight-line
distance from the base of the foremost spine of the
first dorsal fin to the end of the longest lobe of the
tail. Unless otherwise provided, all fish, mollusks
or crustaceans less than the legal minimum size
or greater than the maximum legal size must be
returned immediately to the water from which
they were taken.

1.63. MOVEMENT OF LIVE FISH.

Except as provided in sections 4.00 through 4.30
and 230, live fin fish may not be transported alive
from the water where taken.

1.65. MULTIPLE HOOK.

A hook with two or more points.

1.67. NATIVE REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS.
Native reptiles and amphibians are those
subspecies, and species, including all color phases,
of the classes Reptiliaand Amphibia indigenous to
California. This definition includes all specimens
regardless of their origin even if they were
produced in captivity.

1.68. OPEN SEASON.

That period of time during which the taking of fish,
amphibians, reptiles, mollusks and crustaceans is
authorized.

1.70. OPENING DATE AND BAG LIMIT FOR
BOUNDARY WATERS.

Waters, exclusive of their tributaries, on the
boundary between areas or districts with different
opening dates or limits shall open on the earlier
date and have the larger limit unless otherwise
specified.

CALIFORNIANS TURN IN POACHERS & POLLUTERS
1(888) 334-CALTIP (2258)

If you see someone poaching or polluting, immediately call CalTIP at our
toll-free number, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. You don’t have to
give us your name. Help Fish and Wildlife stop the senseless waste of our
fish & wildlife resource. Together we can make a difference!
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1.71.
DELTA.

The Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta includes
all rivers, sloughs, canals, cuts, forebays, and
flooded islands within the area south of Interstate
80 to its junction with Highway 50, and south of
Highway 50 via the Pioneer Bridge to its junction
with Highway 99, west of Highway 99, north of
Interstate 580, 205, and Highway 120, and east of
Interstate 680.

1.72. STREAM (INCLUDES CREEKS AND RIVERS).
A stream is a body of water that flows at least
periodically or intermittently through a bed or
channel having banks and supports fish or other
aquatic life. This includes watercourses having a
surface or subsurface flow that supports or has
supported riparian vegetation.

1.73. SALMON.

Includes Chinook, coho, pink, chum and sockeye
salmon.

1.74. SPORT FISHING REPORT CARD AND
TAGGING REQUIREMENTS.

(a) Purpose. These regulations are designed to
improve recreational fishing effort and catch
information in some or all areas where the
fisheries operate. Many of these species are of
high commercial value, and therefore, additional
enforcement mechanisms are needed to improve
compliance with existing bag limits and other
regulations, and to reduce the potential for
poaching.

(b) Report card requirements apply to any person
fishing for or taking the following species regardless
of whether a sport fishing license is required:

(1) Salmon, in the anadromous waters of
the Klamath, Trinity, and Smith river basins.
Anadromous waters are defined in Section 1.04.
(2) Steelhead trout.

SACRAMENTO-SAN JOAQUIN RIVER

4) Red abalone.

3) White sturgeon.
5) California spiny lobster.
C

) General Report Card Requirements.

1) Any person fishing for or taking any of the
species identified in this Section shall have in his
immediate possession a valid non-transferable
report card issued by the department for the
particular species. See special exemption regarding
possession of report cards for lobster divers in
Section 29.91.

(2) All entries made on any report card or tag shall
be legible and in indelible ink.

(3) A report card holder fishing with a one, two,
or ten-day sport fishing license, may replace the
expired fishing license without purchasing a new
report card so long as the report card is still valid.

(
(
(
(
(

(4) Report cards are not transferable and shall not
be transferred to another person. No person shall
possess any report card other than his own.

(5) Only one abalone report card and one sturgeon
report card may be issued per person per report
card period.

(6) Any report card holder who fills in all available
lines on his steelhead, salmon or lobster report card
shall return or report the card to the department
pursuant to subsection 1.74(e) prior to purchasing
a second card.

(7) Data recording and tagging procedures vary
between report cards and species. See specific
regulationsin sections 5.79,5.87,5.88,27.92,29.16,
and 29.91 that apply in addition to the regulations
of this Section.

(d) Report Card Return and Reporting Requirements
(1) Report card holders shall return or report their
salmon, steelhead, sturgeon, or abalone report
cards to the department pursuant to subsection
1.74(e) by January 31 of the following year.

(A) Any person who fails to return or report his
salmon, steelhead, sturgeon, or abalone report
card to the department by the deadline may
be restricted from obtaining the same card in a
subsequent license year or may be subject to an
additional fee for the issuance of the same card in
a subsequent license year.

(2) Report card holders shall return or report their
lobster report cards purchased on or before July 31,
2013 pursuant to subsection 1.74(e) by January 31
of the following year.

(3) Report card holders shall return or report their
lobster report cards purchased after July 31,2013
pursuant to subsection 1.74(e) by April 30 following
the close of the lobster season specified on the card.
(A) Any report card holder who fails to return or
report his lobster report card purchased after
July 31, 2013 by April 30 following the close of
the lobster season specified on the card shall be
subject to a non-return fee specified in Section 701,
in addition to the annual report card fee, for the
issuance of a lobster report card in the subsequent
fishing season.

(e) Report card return and reporting mechanisms:
(1) By mail or in person at the address specified
on the card. A report card returned by mail shall
be postmarked by the date applicable to that card
as specified in subsection 1.74(d)(1), 1.74(d)(2), or
1.74(d)(3).

(2) Online through the department’s internet
license sales service website by the date applicable
to that card as specified in subsection 1.74(d)(1),
1.74(d)(2), or 1.74(d)(3).

(3) If a report card is submitted by mail and not
received by the department, it is considered not
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returned unless the individual reports his report
card as lost pursuant to subsection 1.74(f).

(f) Lost report cards.

(1) Any report card holder who loses his report card
shall submit an affidavit, signed under penalty of
perjury, in person to a department license sales
office containing all of the following information:

(A) A statement containing the report card holder’s
full name confirming that the originally issued
report card cannot be recovered.

(B) A statement containing the report card holder’s
best recollection of the prior catch records that
were entered on the report card that was lost.

(C) Astatement describing the factual circumstances
surrounding the loss of the card.

(2) An Affidavit for a lost report card shall be
presented at a department license sales office,
by the date applicable to that card specified in
subsection 1.74(d)(1), 1.74(d)(2), or 1.74(d)(3) to be
considered returned.

(3) Notwithstanding subsection 1.74(c)(5), any
report card holder who loses his report card during
the period for which it is valid may replace the lost
report card by submitting an affidavit as described
in subsection 1.74(f)(1) and payment of the report
card fee and replacement processing fee specified
in Section 701.

(A) Based on the information provided in the
written affidavit for abalone and sturgeon report

cards, the department shall issue only the number
of tags that were reported unused on the previously
issued report card.

1.75. SALMON SPAWNING AREAS.

No salmon may be taken or possessed on any
salmon spawning area when it is closed to salmon
fishing.

1.76. SPEARFISHING.

The taking of fish by spear or hand by persons who
are in the water and may be using underwater
goggles, face plates, breathing tubes, SCUBA or
other artificial underwater breathing device.
1.77. SUNFISH.

Includes bluegill, green sunfish, redear sunfish,
pumpkinseed, warmouth, and Sacramento perch.
1.80. TAKE.

Hunt, pursue, catch, capture or kill fish,amphibians,
reptiles, mollusks, crustaceans or invertebrates or
attempting to do so.

1.86. TROUT.

Trout includes all trouts, chars, steelhead, and
grayling.

1.87. WASTE OF FISH.

It is unlawful to cause or permit any deterioration
or waste of any fish taken in the waters of this state.
1.93. WEIGHT

Any object directly or indirectly attached to a
fishing line with the purpose of casting or sinking
a lure or bait.

Chapter 2. Statewide Regulations for Fishing and
Frogging in Inland Waters

ARTICLE 1. FISHING METHODS
AND GEAR RESTRICTIONS

2.00. FISHING METHODS--GENERAL.

(a) Except as otherwise authorized, all fish may be
taken only by angling with one closely attended rod
and line or one hand line with not more than three
hooks nor more than three artificial lures (each lure
may have three hooks attached) attached thereto.
Anglers in possession of a valid two-rod stamp and
anglers under 16 years of age may use up to two
rods in inland waters which regulations provide for
the taking of fish by angling, except those waters
in which only artificial lures or barbless hooks may
be used. See District Trout, Salmon and Special
regulations for exceptions.

(b) Snagging is prohibited. Snagging is defined as
impaling or attempting to impale a fish in any part
of its body other than inside the mouth by use of a
hook, hooks, gaff, or other mechanical implement.
This definition does notinclude activities otherwise

authorized under these regulations for the lawful
use of a gaff, bow and arrow, or spear.

(c) It is unlawful to kill, or retain in possession any
fish which has not voluntarily taken the bait or
artificial lure inside its mouth. Any fish not taken
pursuant to these regulations, shall be released
immediately back into the water.

2.06. USE OF GAFFS.

No person shall possess or use a gaff in inland
waters, except that a gaff three feet or less in length
may be used to land legal-sized fish only by anglers
fishing from a boat in the Sacramento River main
stem below Deschutes Road Bridge.

2.08. SPECIAL FISHING METHODS AND BAG
LIMITS --BARRETT AND UPPER OTAY LAKES,
SAN DIEGO COUNTY.

The following fishing methods restrictions and bag
limits apply to Barrett Lake and Upper Otay Lake:
(a) Only artificial lures with barbless hooks may
be used.

(b) The bag limit for all species is zero.
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2.09. POSSESSION OF ILLEGAL GEAR.

Except as otherwise provided, no person shall use
or possess, except in his or her home, any landing
gear, any nets, except standard landing-type dip
nets not exceeding 36 inches in diameter across
the net opening and 60 inches in net length/depth,
excluding handle, gaffs or spears within 100 yards
of any canal, river, stream, lake or reservoir. Non-
electronic underwater viewing devices may not
be used for taking fish except under the provisions
of Section 2.30.

2.10. HOOK AND WEIGHT RESTRICTIONS.

(a) Definition of Gap: For the purposes of this section,
“gap” means the distance measured from the point
of a hook to the shank.

(b) Maximum Gaps and Gear Rigging for Rivers and
Streams unless otherwise provided (does not apply
to lakes and reservoirs, the Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta (see Section 1.71 for definition of the Delta),
and the Colorado River).

1. No person shall use any single hook with a gap
greater than 1 inch or any multiple hook with a gap
greater than 3/4 inch.

SINGLE HOOK:

A hook with a single point.
barb

Measure
GAP here

MULTIPLE HOOK:

A hook with more than one point on a common shaft.
barb

Measure
GAP here

2. It is unlawful to use any hook which is directly
or indirectly attached closer than 18 inches to any
weight exceeding 1/2 ounce.

3.Itis unlawful to use any multiple hook or more than
one single hook on non-buoyant lures exceeding
one ounce.

4. It is unlawful to use any weight directly attached
below a hook.

(c) Maximum Gaps for the Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta (see Section 1.71 for definition of the Delta).
1. No person shall use any single hook with a gap
greater than 1 inch or any multiple hook with a gap
greater than 3/4 inch.

2.12. SPECIAL FISHING METHODS-SHASTA
COUNTY.

(a) In all waters of the Fall River Valley downstream
from Thousand Springs Road, in the Pit River from
the confluence with the Fall River downstream
to Lake Britton, and in Hat Creek from Hat No. 2
Powerhouse downstream to Lake Britton, western
suckers may be taken by hand or hand-thrown
spears only by enrolled members of the Pit River
Tribe.

(b) Open Season: January 1 through April 15.

(c) No fish other than western suckers may be
speared, and all fish other than western suckers
captured by hand must be immediately returned
live to the water.

(d) No other fish may be possessed along with
western suckers as part of a mixed bag.

2.15. USE OF LIGHTS.

Lights may be used when fishing at night when and
where such fishing is permitted. Lights may be used
on or as part of any fishing tackle (this supersedes
Section 2005 of the Fish and Game Code).

2.20. FISHING BENEATH ICE.

Fish may be taken beneath the ice during the open
season for that water.

2.25. BOW AND ARROW FISHING.

Bow and arrow fishing is permitted only for the
taking of carp, goldfish, western sucker, Sacramento
blackfish, hardhead, Sacramento pikeminnow and
lamprey, all year, except in:

(a) Designated salmon spawning areas (See Fish
and Game Code Section 1505).

(b) The Colorado River District where only carp,
tilapia, goldfish and mullet may be taken.

(c) See bullfrogs (section 5.05).

(d) The East Fork of the Walker River between
Bridgeport Dam and the Nevada State line where
only carp may be taken.

2.30. SPEARFISHING.

Spearfishing is permitted only in:

(a) The Colorado River District for carp, tilapia,
goldfish and mullet, all year.

(b) The Valley District and Black Butte Lake (Tehama
County) for carp, tilapia, goldfish, striped bass,
western sucker, Sacramento blackfish, hardhead,
Sacramento pikeminnow and lamprey, from May 1
through September 15, except that no spearfishing
is permitted in:

(1) Shasta County (see Section 2.12).

2) Tehama County except Black Butte Lake.

3) Butte Creek (Butte Co.).

4) Feather River below Oroville Dam (Butte Co.).

(
(
(
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(5) Designated salmon spawning areas (See Fish
and Game Code Section 1505).

(c) The Kern River from the Kern-Tulare county
line upstream to the Johnsondale Bridge for carp,
goldfish, western sucker, hardhead and Sacramento
pikeminnow, from May 1 through September 15.
(d) See bullfrogs (Section 5.05).

2.35.TAKING FISH NEAR DAMS, FISHWAYS,
SCREENS AND EGG-TAKING STATIONS.

No fish may be taken within 250 feet of:

(a) Any fishway or any egg-taking station.

(b) Any dam or any weir or rack which has a fishway
or an egg-taking station.

(c) The upstream side of any fish screen.

Fish may be taken upstream or downstream from
any dam that does not have a fishway or egg-taking
station (this supersedes Section 5502 of the Fish
and Game Code).

2.40. CHUMMING.

Chumming is permitted only in:

(a) The Colorado River District, but only the
approved bait fishes for this District may be used
as chum (see Section 4.15) except in the Salton Sea
where corn may also be used.

(b) Carquinez Strait and Suisun Bay and their
tributaries and saltwater tributaries.

(c) Sacramento River and tidewater of tributaries
downstream from Interstate 80 bridge.

(d) San Joaquin River and tidewater of tributaries
downstream from Interstate 5 bridge.

2.45. COMPUTER ASSISTED REMOTE
FISHING.

(a) It is unlawful to take or assist in the taking of
any fish in or from this state, by computer-assisted
remote fishing.

(b) Itis unlawful to establish or operate a computer-
assisted remote fishing site for the purpose of
taking any fish from or within this state.

(c) For the purposes of this section, “computer-
assisted remote fishing” means the use of a
computer or any other remotely controlled device,
equipment, software, or technology, to remotely
control the aiming or discharge of any weapon,
including, but not limited to, any firearm, bow and
arrow, spear, harpoon or any other weapon capable
of killing or injuring any fish, for the purposes of
taking any fish.

(d) For the purposes of this section, “computer-
assisted remote fishing site” means any computer,
internet site or web-based device or system, or
other electronically operated site or system used
to assist in the remote taking fish

ARTICLE 2. FISHING HOURS

3.00. FISHING HOURS.

(a) Day Defined: One hour before sunrise to one
hour after sunset. Remaining hours are night.

(b) All fish may be taken day or night, except as
follows:

(1) WATERS WITH RESTRICTED FISHING HOURS
FOR ALL SPECIES:

(A) American River between Business 80 and
Nimbus Dam (Sacramento Co.): Night fishing
prohibited

(B) Heenan Lake, (Alpine Co.): See Section 7.50(b)
(76)(A).

(C) Mono County: Night fishing is prohibited in all
Mono County waters except Topaz Lake, where
fishing is prohibited from two hours after sunset
to one hour before sunrise.

(D) Tahoe Lake (Placer and El Dorado cos.): Fish-
ing is prohibited from two hours after sunset to
one hour before sunrise.

(2) WATERS WHERE NIGHT AND DAY FISHING IS
ALLOWED, BUT NO TROUT OR SALMON MAY BE
TAKEN AT NIGHT:

(A) North Coast District.

(B) North Central District, all waters except
Berryessa Lake (Napa Co.) and Mendocino Lake
(Mendocino Co.)

(C) South Central District, all waters except Coy-
ote Lake (Santa 