CDFG Large Mammal Advisory Committee e
Project Concept Form

Project Title: Carson River Deer Herd Population and Telemetry Study
Contact Person (First, Last): Terri Weist Proposed Start Date: _May 15, 2012
Phone Number: (530) 836-0889 Proposed Duration: _three years
Email Address: tweist@dfg.ca.gov Does Project Require Helicopter Use?[Yes |
Collaborator(s): ‘Nevada Department of Wildlife
DFG Region (check all that apply): Project Theme (check all that apply):

Resource Assessment

Population Enhancement

Habitat Conservation

Regulatory Program
Monitoring/Assessing Population Health

Northern Region
North Central Region
Bay Delta Region
Central Region

South Coast Region
Inland Deserts Region
Statewide

County (leave blank if statewide): Alpine, El Dorado, portions of Mono Counties, CA: Douglas County, NV
Budget Overview (Estimated):
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Category Estimated Costs
Personnel $85,000.00
Equipment/Operating $95,000.00
Total Estimated Cost: $180,000.00
Budget Detail (Estimated):
Fiscal Year
(July 1 — June 30) Amount Fund Source
FY 11/12 $71 ,550.00 Big Game Management Account
FY 12/13 $73,64000 Big Game Management Account
FY 13/14 $33,44000 Big Game Management Account
FY 1112 $0.00 Big Game Management Account
FY 11/12 $000 Big Game Management Account
FY 11/12 $000 Big Game Management Account
FY 11/12 $OOO Big Game Management Account
FY 11/12 $OOO Big Game Management Account
FY 11/12 $000 Big Game Management Account

Need Statement (a BRIEF outline describing the need for the concept, the objectives and how the effort will be conducted):

The Carson River Deer herd (CRDH) has shown a steady decline in population. The reasons for this decline are assumed to be habitat changes
due to rapid urban development in Nevada, predation, road kill and other common mortality factors. Distribution of the CRDH has probably
changed since the CRDH Management Plan was written in 1982. The objective of this effort is to obtain current distribution, migration patters,
home range, survival and mortality estimates, and habitat selection of the Carson River Deer Herd (CRDH)

The California Department of Fish and Game (Department) and the Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) meet annually to discuss and
distribute deer tag quotas for several interstate deer herds. Distribution of the allowable deer tags is based upon percentages. Before 2006,
70% of the deer tags for the X8 deer zone (the Carson River Deer Herd) were allocated to California and 30% were allocated to Nevada.
NDOW has stipulated that their late season hunts actually killed “Nevada” deer and that deer from California do not arrive until after their hunts
are over. Currently, the distribution of allocated tags is 50% to California and 50% to Nevada. This study proposes to allocate the deer tags
based upon quantifiable data and current deer range information.

Ten deer will be fitted with Iridium satellite transmitters for the first year. Collars will be retrieved and redeployed on 10 new deer. In addition, 10
additional collars will be deployed in 12/13 for a total of 30 deer. A graduate student from University of Nevada at Reno will be employed for
intensive tracking purposes.
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