CDFG Large Mammal Advisory Committee P —
Project Concept Form
Project Title: Survey of hunter attitudes towards deer management in California
Contact Person (First, Last): Richard Callas Proposed Start Date: _1/2012
Phone Number: (530) 340-5977 Proposed Duration: _1.5 years
Email Address: rcallas@dfg.ca.gov Does Project Require Helicopter Use?[No__|
Collaborator(s): University researchers (e.g., Cornell Human Dimensions laboratory)
DFG Region (check all that apply): Project Theme (check all that apply):
E Northern Region O Resource Assessment
E North Central Region O Population Enhancement
Bay Delta Region O Habitat Conservation
Central Region Regulatory Program
[ South Coast Region O Monitoring/Assessing Population Health
E Inland Deserts Region
@ Statewide
County (leave blank if statewide):
Budget Overview (Estimated):
Category Estimated Costs
Personnel $50,000.00
Equipment/Operating $15,000.00
Total Estimated Cost: $65,000.00
Budget Detail (Estimated):
Fiscal Year
(July 1 — June 30) Amount Fund Source
FY 11/12 $65,00000 Big Game Management Account
FY 11/12 $OOO Big Game Management Account
FY 11/12 $000 Big Game Management Account
FY 1112 $0.00 Big Game Management Account
FY 11/12 $0.00 Big Game Management Account
FY 11/12 $000 Big Game Management Account
FY 11/12 $OOO Big Game Management Account
FY 11/12 $OOO Big Game Management Account
FY 11/12 $000 Big Game Management Account

Need Statement (a BRIEF outline describing the need for the concept, the objectives and how the effort will be conducted):

Understanding hunter attitudes towards hunting programs is a fundamental role of wildlife managers and is an essential part of the Department’s
mission. It is consistent with our core values of stewardship, service, and making decisions affecting natural resources that are founded in
sound science. Deer hunting opportunities offered to the public are based, in part, on the Department’s efforts to meet public demand while
providing for appropriate uses of the deer resource. Objective data regarding hunter attitudes towards deer management and deer hunting
opportunities offered by the Department is lacking. This information is needed to design programs that best meet the needs of our constituents.

A statistically valid survey and sampling strategy will be developed under consultation with University researchers and other experts in
investigating public attitudes towards resource management and hunting. The survey will be designed to evaluate hunter attitudes towards
hunter success, hunter opportunity, the current zone system, allocation of tags among user groups, and antlerless hunting.
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